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Song of America

|
My Days Have Been So Wondrous Free
Open Thy Lattice, Love
The Dodger (zrad.)
Circus Band
The Sea (W.D. Howells after Goethe)
The Golden Willow Tree (trad.)

Il
In Flanders Fields (Col. John McCrae)
Look Down Fair Moon (Wit Whitman)
Song of the Deathless Voice (Omaha Indian)
Letter to Mrs. Bixby (Abraham Lincoln)
God Be In My Heart (anon. 16th century)
Tiger Tiger (William Blake)
To What You Said (Wit Whitman)
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Shiloh (Herman Melville)
At Ship’s Helm (Walt Whitman)
One Sweet Morning (Yip Harburg)

v
Blue Mountain Ballads (7ennessee Williams)
Heavenly Grass
Lonesome Man
Cabin

Sugar in the Cane

Charlie Rutlage (trad., collected by John Avery Lomax)
Shenandoah (#14d.)
The Boatmen’s Dance (#7a4.)

The Song of America project is a collaboration between the Library of Congress and Thomas Hampson.

This performance is made possible in part through the generous support of Jane Bernstein and Bob Ellis,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Morey.

Thomas Hampson is generously donating a portion of his fee for this concert, which San Francisco Performances is
® marching, as a contribution to Classical Action: Performing Arts Against AIDS.

Thomas Hampson is represented by Universal Music Classical Management & Productions, Bond House, 347-353 Chiswick High Road,
London W4 4HS; +44.20.8742.5400, info@umecmp@umusic.com.

Hamburg Steinway Model D and piano technical services, Pro Piano San Francisco.



ARTIST PROFILES

Thomas Hampson appears with San Francisco
Performances for the 11th time. Previous recitals
were in 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999
(for SFP% 20th Anniversary Gala), 2000, 2004,
and most recently in June 2006. Pianist Wol-
fram Rieger has been with SEP four times be-
Jore: in 1997 and 2006 with Hampson; in 2004
with soprano Barbara Bonney; and in 2005 with
baritone Matthias Goerne.

Thomas Hampson
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American baritone Thomas Hampson enjoys
a singular international career as a recitalist, op-
era singer and recording artist, and maintains
an active interest in teaching, music research
and technology. He has performed in all of the
world’s most important concert halls and opera
houses with many of today’s most renowned
singers, pianists, conductors and orchestras;
he is one of the most respected, innovative and
sought-after soloists performing today.

Hampson has won worldwide recognition
for his thoughtfully researched and creatively
constructed programs that explore the rich
repertoire of song in a wide range of idiom-
atic styles, languages and periods. He is one
of the most important interpreters of Ger-
man romantic song, especially the works of
Schumann, Mahler and Wolf, and with his
ongoing Song of America project he is the
“ambassador” of American song. Through the
Hampsong Foundation, founded in 2003, he
employs the art of song to promote intercul-
tural dialogue and understanding.

Much of Hampson’s 2009-10 season is de-
voted to the Song of America project, which
this year commemorates the 250th anniversa-
ry of what is recognized as the first song writ-

ten by an American (My Days Have Been So
Wondrous Free, composed in 1759 by Francis
Hopkinson, a signer of the Declaration of In-
dependence). Collaborating with the Library
of Congress, Hampson is performing recitals
and presenting master classes, educational ac-
tivities, exhibitions and broadcasts across the
country and through a new interactive online
resource, www.songofamerica.net. As part of
the project, he has just released a new album,
Wondrous Free—Song of America II, on his
own label Thomas Hampson Media.

This season Hampson becomes the New
York Philharmonic’s first Artist-in-Residence.
As well as performing three programs with
the orchestra, and going on tour in Europe
under the Philharmonic’s new music director,
Alan Gilbert, Hampson will give a recital in
Alice Tully Hall, master classes at The Juilliard
School, and three lectures entitled “Listening
to Thought” in the orchestra’s “Insight” series.
Other 2009-10 engagements include perfor-
mances of Mendelssohn’s Elijah under Kurt
Masur in Leipzig; Verdi’s Ernani and Tchai-
kovsky’s Eugene Onegin with the Zurich Op-
era; La Traviata at the Metropolitan Opera;
solo recitals throughout the United States and
in many European capitals; and appearances
at the galas of the Vienna State Opera and the
new Winspear Opera House in Dallas.

Last season’s highlights included Hamp-
son’s anticipated role debut as Scarpia in Zosca
at the Zurich Opera, and his notable portray-
als of Athanaél in 7hais at the Metropolitan
Opera and Germont in La Traviata at the
Royal Opera House—the latter two opposite
Renée Fleming. He also took part in the gala
opening nights of both the Metropolitan Op-
era (broadcast live in HD worldwide), and
Carnegie Hall (broadcast nationally on PBS).

Raised in Spokane, Washington, Hamp-
son has received many honors and awards for
his probing artistry and cultural leadership.
His discography of more than 150 albums
includes winners of a Grammy Award, two
Edison Prizes and the Grand Prix du Disque.
Hampson holds honorary doctorates from
Manhattan School of Music, Whitworth
College, WA, and the San Francisco Con-
servatory, and he is an honorary member of
London’s Royal Academy of Music. He car-
ries the titles of Kammersinger of the Vienna
State Opera and the Chevalier de 'Ordre des
Arts et des Lettres by the Republic of France.
He was awarded the Austrian Medal of Hon-
or in Arts and Sciences in 2004, and in 2005
he received the Edison Life Achievement
Award. In 2008 he was named Special Ad-
visor to the Study and Performance of Mu-
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sic in America by Dr. James H. Billington,
Librarian of Congress. Hampson received
the 2009 Distinguished Artistic Leadership
Award from the Atlantic Council in Wash-
ington DC. For more information please
visit www.thomashampson.com.

Wolfram Rieger

Wolfram Rieger received his first piano les-
sons from his parents and later from Konrad
Pfeiffer in Regensburg. He soon developed
a deep affection for Lied interpretation and
continued his studies at the Hochschule fiir
Musik in Munich with the famous Lied pia-
nists, professors Dr. Erik Werba and Helmut
Deutsch. After earning a diploma with dis-
tinction, he attended several master classes
with Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Hans Hotter and
Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau. During his studies
he began teaching at Hochschule fir Musik
until in 1991 he started his own Lieder class for
singers and pianists. In 1998 he became pro-
fessor of a Lied class at Berlin's Hochschule
fiir Musik “Hanns Eisler.” He regularly holds
master classes in Europe and Japan.

Rieger is a regular guest artist at many im-
portant music centers and festivals throughout
the world, including the Amsterdam Concert-
gebouw, the Chételet, Wigmore Hall, Carnegie
Hall, the Vienna Musikverein and Konzerthaus,
Salzburg, Schleswig-Holstein and Munich festi-
vals. He appears both as recital accompanist and
chamber musician with such renowned artists as
Brigitte Fassbaender, Barbara Bonney, Thomas
Hampson, Olaf Bir, Matthias Goerne, Thomas
Quasthoff, Michael Schade, the Cherubini
Quartet, the Vogler Quartet and the Petersen
Quartet, among many others.

A prolific recording artist, Rieger is rep-
resented on numerous CDs, many of which
have received awards. Personal awards and
distinctions include the honorary medal of
the Asociacién Franz Schubert de Barcelona.



